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Abstract:          

The research study is majorly focused on the concept of marriage and relationship confusion in selected books. A 

Midsummer Night's Dream, written by William Shakespeare, and Zaat, which Ibrahim writes, are selected as specific writings in 

this research study. The first selected writing is a play by Shakespeare that is majorly focused on the concept of love. Along with 

that, a different perspective toward marriage is also evaluated in this play. There are several characters in this writing, and 

confusion about relationships among those characters can also be identified. 

On the other hand, the concept of another selected book is focused on the life story of a woman. The book's storyline 

explores the condition of Egypt in society in the early 90s and the end of the 80s. Apart from that, the concept of political and 

business classes that have impacted the social structure can also be identified. The study has used secondary procedures and 

searched through Google scholar about both selected books and the concept of relationship confusion and marriage in these 

writings. The researcher uses the social action theory to understand the concept of the research study appropriately. After that, the 

theory has helped the researcher understand similarities in both selected books, which are also evaluated in the literature review 

part of this study. 
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The particular research study sheds light on the concept of marriage and relationship confusion in selected novels. Two 

books are selected to analyse the authors' perspectives on marriage and relationship confusion in their times. Many novels and 

books help people in this generation learn about social structure and social conditions in past years. One of the selected books was 

published in 1600, and another one was published in 2001, and both of the books represent two different social structures. Hence 

selected books are A Midsummer Night's Dream which William Shakespeare wrote, and another one is Zaat which Sonallah 

Ibrahim wrote. 

The book of Shakespeare explores the concept of love and the perspective of society towards relationships and love at 

that time. After that, the second selected book by Ibrahim explores a life story of a woman. The work has used different methods 

and techniques to collect information about both selected books. The researcher has also used a specific theory and applied that 

theory to both of the books to identify the similarities between the books. Also, comparing relationship confusion and the concept 

of marriage in the selected novels is another purpose of this research study. The objectives of this research study are,  

 To define the concept of marriage and relationship confusion in A Midsummer Night's Dream by William Shakespeare 

 To understand the concept of marriage in Zaatby Sonallah Ibrahim 

 To explore the comparison between the concept of marriage and relationship confusion in both the books  

 To identify the similarities in both of the selected books 

On the other hand, specific methods and materials used by the researcher in this research study are evaluated below, 

which makes it significant. The specific theory is also evaluated along with the analysis of the importance of the theory in this 

research study. Apart from that, the researcher has reviewed some previous writings focusing on the concept of marriage and 

relationship confusion in the selected books. Many authors have explored their perspectives on the story of A Midsummer Night's 

Dream and Zaat, which have helped the researcher to gain knowledge about both of the books.  

The thesis statement shows the conditions of marriage among societies, especially the eastern and western ones that 

embody the relationship between confusion and the societal concept of marriage in Midsummer Night's Dream by Shakespeare 

and Zaat by Sonallah Ibrahim. Therefore, it has focused on these two books to identify their comparison and similarities. 

A Midsummer Night's Dream is one of the well-known books written by William Shakespeare which is a romantic 

comedy. William Shakespeare was famous in the world because of his romantic comedies, and the mentioned book is one of 

them. The central theme in the book is love which is a constant subject of romantic comedies by Shakespeare. The writer has 

exploded that people only tend to fall in love with a specific person who seems beautiful to them (Choi, 2021, p.460). Several 

characters are evaluated by the writer in the Play, such as Helena, Hermia, Titania, Oberon, Lysander, Hippolyta, Theseus, 

Demetrius, and others. The increasing confusion among four Athenian lovers is an exciting part of the play for the readers. 

It is identified that Lysander and Hermia are in love with each other, but the father of Hermia is once Demetrius, her 

husband. On the other hand, Demetrius loves Helena, and Helena also loves him. It can be identified that someone is in love with 

a person, and that person is in love with another person, which makes this play confusing (Maslova, 2020, p.80). The writer has 

evaluated a different perspective on love through this comedy. Fights between people for their love are explored in this comedy 

play which has been one of the most significant plays of Shakespeare throughout these years. It is also evaluated that humans and 

Aries fight over their loved ones. 
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Figure 2.1: A Midsummer Night's Dream 

(Source: Maslova, 2020, p.80) 

The specific play is not only in the comedy genre but also in fantasy fiction. The writers have evaluated fairy characters 

and love for other characters in the Play. Lysender is one of the essential characters in the play. He is young and a gentleman. 

After that, according to the play's storyline, Lysander is in love with Hermia, and she is also in love with him (Kettley, 2020, p.3). 

All their love is from both sides, but Egeus, the father of Hermia, wants Demetrius to be her husband. Furthermore, it is also 

evaluated that Hermia and Lysander have decided to run away together and marry, but they have broken up. The writer has 

evaluated the theme of irrational love and human folly through the characters of Lysender and Harmia.  

According to the play's storyline, the fairies have made both male characters fall in love with the same girl who has made 

more confusion in the Play. At the end of the story, the marriage of These us and Hippolyta and Demetrius and Helena happens. 

Lysander and Hermia are also married, and it is shown that the fairies provide blessings to all the couples at the end of the play 

(Koliasa, 2019, p.151). The concept of relationship confusion in the selected book of William Shakespeare can be noticed. It can 

also identify the theme of this play where the writer has evaluated the theme as a comedy to the breeders. 

Zaat is a book that is the story of a woman who lives in Egypt. The book was written by Sonallah Ibrahim and was 

initially published in 1992. Anthony Calderbank translated this book into English and published it in 2001 at the American 

University. This book ensures to gain knowledge about social structure in Egypt and the life of a woman in the city (Salem, 2020, 

p.20). Apart from that, the book is also helpful in gaining knowledge about the limitations that journalists at the time had to face. 

There are some alternating chapters of this book that explore the life of a middle-class woman in modern society. 

Zaat is the female character who firstly works in a newspaper department. News Monitoring and assessment creation was 

the work of that woman. At the beginning of the book, it shows the limitations and restrictions for journalists in society at the 

time. The journalists have restricted the power of any news without the permission of the politician leaders (Ismat, 2019, p.100). 

After that, the ambitions and hopes of a woman are evaluated through the female character of the book. After that, it is evaluated 

that her ambitions become helpless after her marriage to Abdel Maguid. Her husband was not interested in completing his 

degrees, whereas Zaat was a journalist and working woman.  

 
Figure 2.2: Zaat by Ibrahim 

(Source: Ismat, 2019, p.100) 
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After her marriage, she knows about a different social structure in Egypt. Her husband only wanted her to stay at home 

and focus on "operating the incubator". In simple words, it can be said that all his husband wanted was a son from her. By 

evaluating the woman's life in Egypt, the writer has explored the condition of females in society at the time (Abdelgawad, 2020, 

p.6). Women were not respected as men at the time in the society of Egypt, and it was always wanted to have a son instead of a 

daughter. These analyses provided a different perspective on Egyptian society in the 19th century. After that, the main female 

character of this book was forced by her husband to produce a son, proving the condition of women in Egyptian society. 

On the other hand, the storyline of this book is also about politicians and business classes. Society was divided into two 

classes where the politicians and people of business classes were the ruling classes. On the contrary, the other people who were 

the workers of those businesses were the lower classes (Salem, 2020, p.23). After that, marriage is one of the major themes of this 

book. According to the storyline of this writing, there was a specific social concept about marriage in Egyptian society at that 

time. Education was not necessary for women because staying at home and producing sons was the whole concept of marriage at 

the time. 

The central theme and focus of “A Midsummer Night's Dream” are the concept of love. Shakespeare has rated the 

concept of love as an irrational blind beautiful force that can be forgiving and cruel sometimes.  Along with the theme of love, the 

writer has a portrait of the theme of marriage and imagination in the Play with a specific message (Bordonaro, 2018, p.17). As 

analysed in the play by Shakespeare, love between couples should not be based on their appearance but should be based on their 

personality. The writer has pot rated marriage as festive happiness for the couples who love each other. 

In Acts 4 and 5, the concept of marriage comes when the play's characters marry whom they love. According to the 

book's storyline, it becomes a spirit of festive happiness for those characters in couples. In simple words, it can be said that 

marriage is portrayed as the fulfilment of romantic love. Marriage becomes the destination of couples who love each other. To 

prove this point, the writer has evaluated the character of Lysander and Hermia (Maslova, 2020, p.81). Both of the mentioned 

characters are in love with each other in this play and want to marry each other, whereas their father of Hermia wants another guy 

to be her husband. As Hermia's father was not ready for the marriage of Lysander and Hermia therefore, they decided to run away 

and marry each other. It can be stated that the main focus or destination of the love of Lysander and Hermia is their marriage.  

It can be identified that there are some problems in love between Lysander and Hermia because of her father. There are 

other problems in other relationships, such as Helena and Demetrius have also issued in their relationship, and they have broken 

up. Apart from that, the fairies have fallen in love with the same boy, creating issues in their love life (Bordonaro, 2018, p.17). 

Although at the end of the story, these three couples married each other, which was the formal resolution of their problems. 

Hence, marriage is one of the essential concepts in this play because it is the destination of the love of all the couples. Shakespeare 

evaluates a few themes in the Play, and among them, love is the most important one, and marriage is the second most crucial thing 

in this play. 

The use of theory is essential in research studies because it helps the researcher to understand the research concept from a 

different perspective. The social action theory is selected for this research study as per the requirements of the research topic 

(Hays, 2018, p.370). After that, the selected theory focuses on assuming the actions that humans take according to social context 

and a theory that also explores the impacts of those actions on people. In simple words, it can be said that when a person takes 

action, and there is an intention behind that action, then that is called social action theory. According to the social action theory 

search, specific action contexts are settings, relationship systems, organisational systems, temperament, and biological conditions 

(Hays, 2018, p.370). On the other hand, the social interaction process, generative capabilities, motivational appraisal, and 

problem-solving are the parts of the social changing process.  

Applying this theory to both selected books help the researcher understand relationship confusion in A Midsummer 

Night's Dream. Shakespeare has evaluated the relationship between different characters, which is quite confusing in this book, and 

the theory has helped the researchers understand the writer's perspective (Rogo, 2018, p.15). Apart from that, the social concept of 

marriage in the 19th and 20thcenturies is evaluated in Zaat. First, it remained like a feminist book, but the uses of the theory 

helped the researcher understand the writer's perspective about the concept of marriage. In addition to that, the researcher 

understood the actions taken by the characters in both the books and the significance of those actions through the use of the 

theory.  

The research study examines the concept of relationship confusion and marriage in both of the selected novels. Although 

it is identified that Zaat is focused on the life story of a woman and Shakespeare has evaluated a specific perspective about 

marriage in the book, which is not clear in this literature review part, that remains a gap. 

Different methods can be used in research studies while the researcher has chosen a specific method for this research 

article. Primary and secondary are the procedures that are generally used in research studies to gather data. Both of the procedures 

are used for specific purposes according to the needs of the research study. The primary procedure focuses on collecting some 

numerical and statistical data, whereas the secondary procedure focuses on collecting some non-numerical information. Although 

both procedures can provide correct information, the primary procedure can provide the researcher with some original and 

genuine data. 

On the other hand, the secondary procedure helps to gain correct information quickly. As the research study is based on 

English literature, the researcher used the second procedure to collect this study's information. The use of secondary procedures 

helps the researcher gain more information about the selected books and the concepts at a low cost and lower time (Sakamoto et 

al. 2018, p.40). The secondary procedure refers to some resources such as books, journals, articles, and other published resources. 

There are some criteria that the researcher has maintained during the collection of secondary sources. All the collected articles, 

books, and journals were published after 2018, indicating that the collected information is current.  

The researcher has also used specific techniques for analysing all the collected information. Some information is 

evaluated in the literature review part, and some information is evaluated in the qualitative technique. Qualitative technique refers 

to using non-numerical data, which are analysed in a non-statistical process (Sakamoto et al. 2018, p.40). Although the theory has 
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been defined previously, the researcher has also used a specific theory to understand the study. The information that is found by 

using secondary procedures is evaluated below.  

The researcher has selected two specific pieces of literature in this research study which are “A Midsummer Night's 

Dream”, and the other one is Zaat. The first selected book is written by Shakespeare, which focuses on the concept of relationship 

confusion, and the central theme of this book is love (Maslova, 2020). Apart from that, the second selected book is written by 

Ibrahim, who focuses on the concept of marriage and the social structure of marriage. A comparison between these concepts in 

both of the books is evaluated in this portion. 

In the first book, the writer has presented the concept of love from a different perspective and the relationship among the 

characters, which becomes confusing for the readers. This is an exciting story with a moral message about love. On the other 

hand, the second selected book is quite different from the first one, which emphasizes the ambitions and life in Egyptian society 

(Salem, 2020). The story tells us how a woman's life changes after marriage, impacting her ambitions and thoughts. The first 

book's story ends with the couple's marriage, whereas the second book's story starts with the marriage of the story's main 

character. 

A comparison between the concepts of the selected books is presented above in the research study, although there are 

some similarities in both of the books evaluated in this portion. It is identified that both of the books provide some information 

about the social structure of marriage through similar stories. In the first related book, it can be noticed that Hermia loves a person 

but is forced to marry another one according to a father's choice. This perception of the first book's story explores that women at 

that time were not given a chance to choose their spouses; this was restricted. 

On the other hand, the second book explores how a woman's life changed after her marriage and how her ambitions 

became invaluable. In Egyptian society, women are only for looking after a house and producing sons according to the social 

structure (Abdelgawad, 2020). Hence, both of the books provide some perspective on the social structure of marriage, which is the 

primary similarity. 

It is identified that many writings help readers and students of this time gain knowledge about the society of the 19th 

century. The selected books efficiently provide information about the concept of love and marriage. A Midsummer Night's Dream 

is a romantic comedy that provides a different perception of love with a great message. The entire story of the play is focused on 

the love among the characters, which can funnily confuse the readers. The lovers have expressed and represented the concept of 

love, their meddling fairies and magical love that have been a forced love to oppose for selecting the love. However, this paper 

provides a detailed concept of both the book and particular writing for the book. This storyline helps to explore the various 

situations of the Egyptians in the late 80s and early 90s. The secondary data analysis method has helped identify the concept 

between relationship confusion and marriage. Therefore, the theory of social action has been justified in this writing to understand 

the research paper. 

Hence, Shakespeare evaluates the concept of marriage differently in the book, which is analysed in the literature review 

part of the study. Apart from that, Zaat is another significant story that explores the condition of women in Egyptian society at that 

time. The restrictions for journalism and the impact of business classes on society are also evaluated in this study as analysed in 

the book. Thus, the specific concept of marriage in society is also explored in the study, which is defined in this research study. 

The usage of the theory helped the researcher understand the study's concept perfectly.  
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